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First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 

What is your magnetic north? 

As events unfold in our church and in our country, I am reminded of a story that 
Noah benShea tells in his book, Jacob the Baker.   

When Jacob returned home, Jonah was laying out plates for the evening meal. A 
slice of the new moon already curled in the window frame. 

“How is school?” asked Jacob.  “I like Ruth,” answered Jonah. “I ask you about 
school, and you tell me you like your teacher. Now, tell me what you learned 
today.” 

“Today Ruth taught us about the principles of a compass,” said Jonah. “She said that even if a 
person doesn’t know where they are going, they should know how to get there.” 

Jacob, grinning, his eyes wrinkled, said, “Our books of wisdom tell us that if you don’t know where 
you are going, any path will take you there.” 

“She also said that the compass always points in one direction, toward magnetic north, and that 
we only know the other compass points from where they stand in relationship to this constant.” 

“Yes,” said Jacob, “and each of us would be wise to pause in our lives and ask what is our magnetic 
north. 

“For some of us,” Jacob continued, “our magnetic north is love, for some of us it is fear, for some 
of us it is power. If love is our magnetic north, then we will be ruled by insecurity and doubt. If 
power is our magnetic north, then control and worry about who is in charge will fill our life. 
Whatever is our magnetic north is the veil through which we see the world.” 

“But what about true north? Where is that?” 

“It is where we know we should be heading.” 

“But what if you don’t know that or are lost?” asked Jonah, a bit disheartened. 

“How can we be lost?” asked Jacob. “There are only two doors. We are brought in one and taken 
out the other. Along the way, whether we know it or not, we are always giving ourselves directions. 
And while none of us have a map, all of us have a compass.” 

We pause every Sunday to reset our compass to true north.  It is not fear, it is not power, it is love.  
Once again, our holy texts remind us to “Fear not!”  
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First Christian Church Montgomery received a 

"Certificate of Recognition" from the Alabama-

Northwest Florida Disciples' Region. This certificate 

honored our congregation for being among the top 

givers of those financially supporting ministries of 

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). In 2014, 

we gave $36,654 to support Disciples' ministries be-

yond our congregation.  

We provide significant financial support of local mis-

sions (such as Food Ministry, Family Promise, Habi-

tat for Humanity, Common Ground, as well as oth-

ers) in addition to the Disciples' missions. When all 

2014 mission-related contributions are totaled, FCC 

Montgomery gave approximately $60,000 to local, 

national, and international missions.  

Praise God for your generosity in representing Jesus 

Christ to the world today by providing for those in 

need. Matthew 25:40 tells us that whatever we do for 

the least among us, we do for Jesus Christ himself.  

 

Alice McKinney, Treasurer 

 

Our First Christian Church post office box will be closed July 

31, 2015. All mail will be coming to our physical address of 

1705 Taylor Road, Montgomery, AL 36117. This will save us 

approximately $100 per year, plus the time that it takes me to 

drive to the post office.  If you regularly send checks or corre-

spondence to FCC Montgomery, please let me know. I will 

make mailing labels for you with our physical address, so it 

will be easier to just stick a label on your envelopes.   

 

Blessings, Alice McKinney,  Treasurer 

Disciples Door to Door will be 

visiting Woodley Manor Health and 

Rehabilitation on  July 18th. 

We will meet there at 9:00 a.m. at 

3312 Woodley Rd, Montgomery, AL 

36116. Please join us to bless and be 

blessed. Small dogs are welcome to help us visit.  

Please contact Alexine Saunders at  

334-220-9942 if you have any questions.  

  Surely everyone reading this has known 

someone who became unable to take care of herself/

himself.  Often this comes with aging, but sometimes a 

catastrophic illness or accident can leave a younger 

person in the same position. 

  

Imagine having to leave your home, your neighbors and 

neighborhood, your possessions, you beloved pet (s), 

your life as you have known it for some period of 

time.  How sad and lonely and frightening this must 

be.   
 

Residents at Montgomery’s nursing homes experience 

this every day. 

 Disciples Door to Door was created to bring God’s 

message of love to the residents, to the staff and to 

other visitors at area nursing homes.  Each month we 

visit one of these homes and we generally stay about 

one hour.  Right now we start our visits at 9am on the 

third Saturday of each month. 

  

There is no one specific way we visit. We may make a 

number of very short visits to quite a few rooms.  Other 

times we find ourselves called to spend a larger portion 

of time with one resident.  When I am not sure what to 

say, I look for a picture and ask about it.  A resident 

who can’t tell you much about yesterday could go on as 

long as you will let her about her wedding over 70 years 

earlier, the dress and the flowers and her handsome 

young husband. 

  

Our small, friendly pets are welcome to visit as 

well.  Many residents enjoy loving on an animal and are 

reminded of pets they have had as adults or even when 

they were children.  My family’s rats have made many 

nursing home visits. Although not everyone wants to 

touch them, they always cause some excitement. 

  

In Psalms 71:9 we are instructed, “Cast me not off in 

the time of old age; forsake me not when my strength 

faileth.” 

  

Don’t you have one hour a month to make someone’s 

life happier?  

  

Please join me in delivering this love door to door and 

experience how the blessings are really yours. 

 

Alexine Saunders 



There are still some openings to teach the Adult 

Combined Sunday Summer School classes as well as the 
Combined Children's Sunday School. Please sign up on 

the Information Board to assist in this very  

important ministry. 
 

VBS is coming up and there are still a 

few slots to fill for the volunteer needs. 
Please contact Melissa Anderson if you 

are available to help or sign up on the 

board in the Great Hall. 
 

Mara Donovan  

Christian Education  

Did you know that singing can boost your immune 

system?  

 

According to moresingingplease.com, singing can 

also improve our sleep, benefit circulation, improve 

our posture, tone our facial muscles, open our 

sinuses, release endorphins, reduce anger or 

depression, and exercise our lungs.  

 

And these are just the physical benefits! 

 

When you pair the physical benefits of singing with 

the emotional  ones (increasing confidence and 

feelings of wellbeing, enhancing one's mood, 

reducing stress ... ) and the social ones (bringing 

people together, increasing understanding and 

empathy, building camaraderie, etc.) who wouldn't 

want to sing?  

 

During the summer, the choir takes a break from 

organized collective practices and musical offerings 

and instead opts for small ensembles and solos. But 

in just two months we'll be back together -- ALL 

together -- again.  

 

Why don't you join us?  

 

Who knows? You might even live longer and happier 

because of it! 

 

Su Ofe 

Director of Music 

Youth Lake Retreat 
Ages: Youth 10-19 
Sunday, July 11  

11am-6pm 
Candace and Jane Elizabeth's house on Lake Jordan 

Lake Fun, Food and Fellowship 
RSVP Candace @ 334-549-7333 

 

Our youth & young people 

will meet at Bama Lanes on 

Thursday, July 9th at 4pm. 

We will pay for 3 games and a 

meal from monies that was 

raised over the past year. We 

will be finished at 6pm. We 

look forward to lots of fun. If you would like to help, 

please give Pastor Diane a call/text.  

General Fund Operating Budget 

Income and Expenditures 

As of May 31, 2015 

 

                                                     Month of May   Year to Date  

Operating Income  $ 22,118.86    $ 111,081.70 

Operating Expenditures $ (21,652.07) $ (110,858.57) 

 

Net Income           $     466.79     $     223.13 

 

Note: As of May 31, 2014 (one year ago), we had a deficit  

of ($7,820.89). 

 

Mortgage Balance: 

As of June 23, 2015 

$ 114,077.09 
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